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and that you avoid paying for any memberships, 
pictures, or information. It is very common for 
Web sites to request you to register, to gain access 
to their records, and in the registration, they ask 
for your real name, sometimes address and phone 
as well as email address. If you have not signed up 
for something online before, please, PLEASE, 
work with a partner, relative, or librarian who has, 
and can help you to achieve success without 
revealing sensitive information about yourself 
online. 

That said, a great starting place, available free 
in any computer's web browser, is 
Ellislsland.org, maintained by the Statue of 
Liberty - Ellis Island Foundation, which asks 
online users to register, but does not charge to 
search, locate, and view (or save to one's 
computer) the passenger records, ship manifest, 
and often even shares images of the ship on which 
one's ancestor sailed. 

Another great online source with a free level of 
access, once registered, is Ancestry.com, which 
allows you to use a charted approach to describe 
your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
children, grandchildren, siblings, by name only 
and create clickable or printable genealogy charts. 
You can even upload your pictures or letters of 
your relatives if you want to store them as a 
project. In my personal family, we had a few 
ancestry buffs that had many binders full of black 
and white photocopies as well as many dog-eared, 
hand-copied notes. The technology on 
Ancestry.com allows this kind of tracing without 
the confusion of pages and notebooks. 

A number of other tools exist, but the best of 
these is Google.com, currently the most popular 
search engine, a Web site that exists only to help 
you find and locate information in other Web 
sites. By typing information you locate on 
Ellislsland.org or Ancestry.com, above, into 
Google.com, you can locate other places where 
such things exist online or may be fully described 
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in detail. The best way to explain this process is to 
share the story of how I traced my paternal great
grandfather's immigration to the United States on 
the 100th anniversary of his entry to the United 
States: 

In 2008, I sat down at Internet Explorer, my 
computer's web browser, and typed "Ancestor 
Search" into the Google.com search field and 
clicked the [Search] button. Among the many 
results that popped up, one of the first was 
EllisIsland.org, which seemed a logical place to 
begin. I clicked on the link for Ellis Island and, 
after clicking a few links and learning the history 
of Ellis Island, reviewing some historical photos 
and more, I discovered a [Passenger Search] 
feature. 

I had always heard the anecdote of my family's 
name, Dykhouse, as beginning in 1908 when my 
grandfather had arrived at Ellis Island as a Dutch 
immigrant who queued patiently in long lines to 
arrive at the table where he was asked to state his 
name, in order to better match him to the ship's 
manifest from whence he came. "Berend 
Dijkhuizen," was his reply, holding out his 
immigration request papers. The official opposite 
him glanced over his papers, stamped them, 
grunting, and then with a warm handshake, 
announced, "Welcome, Ben Dykhouse!" This, it 
turns out, was the name we would use in America 
from then on. 

Knowing the ship's manifest would likely 
show his original name, and the date sometime in 
1908, I searched on the EllisIsland.org 
[Passenger Search] feature until I had located his 
name, arriving in December, 1908, one hundred 
years earlier from the time I sat quietly 
researching a man who had passed away before I 
was even born. This was my lineage, something I 
had only heard of in passing conversations in 
childhood, but here was the truth of the matter 
free and clear, a freighter named the Statendam, 
which had originally come from Russia, with the 
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moving tale of many Jewish passengers fleeing 
the upheaval of the time. The Statendam, a Dutch 
ship, had ported in Rotterdam, taking on Dutch 
travelers as well before arriving in New York City, 
where all the passengers disembarked, hoping to 
begin a new life in a new nation. 

Seeing the ship's manifest had been saved as 
an online photograph, I was immediately touched. 
I clicked the images and saw what looked to be a 
very clear scan of a ship's book, declaring the 
names of each passenger, their stated destination, 
home country, and the dates of their arrival on 
board. I glanced through the pages, amazed that I 
could see the signature of a relative I had never 
met, yet without whom I would not exist! 

With more research, I learned that the 
EllisIsland.org Web site had images of what the 
facility in the New York harbor looked like in the 
early 1900s, even an image of the ship The 
Statendam. I returned to the Google.com search 
engine Web site and searched for pictures of this 
ship, discovering an9ther Web site, an unofficial 
fan's web page for Holland-America Lines ship 
histories that was chock full of images; black and 
white photographs of the Statendam, color artist's 
paintings for company literature in the late 19th 

century, even a blue-and-white square picture of 
the Statendam's souvenir tile, in the style of Delft 
pottery collected in the period. So many moving 
images and stories. 

By saving copies of all these files, I was able to 
construct a meaningful collage of the images, text, 
and dates of the ship, the immigration, and my 
Great Grandfather, and I launched it, as one would 
with a ship, in time for Father's Day, 100 years 
after his arrival. 

ELLIS ISLAND 

It has been more than a century since the 
"Golden Doors" of Ellis Island first opened to 
immigrants in search of the American dream. Both 
Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty have become 
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powerful symbols of the freedom and opportunity 
that awaited millions of men, women, and 
children from around the world. Who could 
possibly have imagined the notoriety that would 
someday surround many of these passengers .... 

In many cases, the contributions of an 
individual immigrant are known only to their 
family and friends. In some cases, however, 
passengers arriving through Ellis Island would 
achieve recognition for contributions in American 
business, medicine, government, sports, 
entertainment, and a variety of other areas. 

This particular manifest is a small sampling of 
notable Ellis Island arrival - some immigrants, 
more especially traveler Number 30, Berend 
Dijkhuizen. By looking and remembering, you 
may find a strong similarity to your own family 
story. We hope you enjoy this example of 
American immigration history. 

(Compiled from Ellislsland.org historical pages 
and records search) 

d.i.s. Magazine 
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BEREND DIJKHUIZEN 

Arrival Date: 9th December, 1908 

Residence: (Het) Zandt, Fryslan 

Port of Departure: Rotterdam, Holland 

Bound for: Kalamazoo, Michigan 

(Compiled using EllisIsland.org records search) 

HISTORY OF THE S. S. STATENDAM (I) 

Built by Harlan & Wolff Limited, Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, 1898. 10,491 gross tons; 534 
(bp) feet long; 59 feet wide. Steam triple 
expansion engines, twin screw. Service speed 15 
knots. 1,375 passengers (200 first class, 175 
second class, 1,000 third class). One funnel and 
two masts. 

Built for Holland - America Line, Dutch flag, 
in 1898 and named Statendam. Rotterdam-New 
York service. Sold to Allan State Line, British 
flag, in 1911 and renamed Scotian. Liverpool
Montreal service. Used as a troopship 1914-18. 
Transferred to Canadian Pacific Steamships, 
British flag, in 1922 and renamed Marglen. Laid 
up in 1925. Scrapped in Italy in 1927. 

(Compiled from online sources using Google.com 
and HAL postcards. com. ) 

June 2010 

TeLL 1'1 ro rill: NCXI GENERAl ION 

History Reviewed: 
ON TO VICTORY 
The Canadian 
Liberation of the 
Netherlands, 
March 23-May 5,1945 

Optional: autographed by 
the author, Mark Zuehlke, 

Hardcover, 416 pages, 
30 black and white 
photographs, 
$34.95 

TERRIBLE VICTORY 
First Canadian Army and the 
Scheidt Estuary Campaign: 
September 13 - November 6, 
1944. Author: Mark Zuehlke. 
Paperback, 576 pages, 
6 black and white illustrations, 
22 black and white photographs. 
$27.95 

Both of these fine books are 
now available at Vanderheide Publishing Co. Ltd. 

History in the Making: 
The Windmill Herald 

(Dutch) 
The Windmill Post 

(English) 
Combined in 
one edition, 

published 
24 times a year, 
usually 24 pages 

per issue, 
an amazing amount 

of news items! 
Only $39.50 

per year. 

Cover photograph: 
Monument 
Biesbosch 

Line-Crossers, 
Sliedrecht. 

the Windiiiill 
in English ... 

& the Windmill 
-1 year $39.50 - 2 years $74.50 

phone: 1-800-881-0705 email: windmill@godutch.com 
website: www.godutch.com fax: (604) 532-1734 
address: P.D. Box 313, Lynden, WA 98264-0313 
Please enclose your cheque or money order, Visa / Me accepted. 
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